COURSE TITLE: Cemetery                               Sam

Grade Level:
First Grade                                              Megan



    Unit:
Our Community                                      Patrick


Abstract

	Benchmarks

Students will:

1. Compare the values and materials individuals in the community had in the past with the values and materials they have in the present.  (1.1.1)

2. Identify American symbols on gravestones, discuss their origins, and identify local community heroes using symbolism. (1.1.3, 1.1.4)
3. Identify services that their community provides for its residents. (1.4.2)
4. - Analyze maps as well as identify the various components of maps such as cardinal directions, landforms, and roads.  (1.3.1)


	Assessment Tasks

Students will:

1. Describe services in their community that help the people who live there. (1.4.2)
2. Discuss what you find on stones, for example, symbols and other written words.  Then students will describe what those symbols and text mean and how they relate to America’s past and present.  (1.1.1, 1.1.3, 1.1.4)

3. Create their own map of a cemetery using correct cardinal directions.  They will also label a path throughout the cemetery that people can walk on to go through the cemetery.  (1.3.1)


	Key Concepts

-values

-community

-materials

-services

-symbolism

-directions


In this unit, students discover the services and characteristics of funeral homes in the community.  Students will learn about the services that funeral homes provide for people in the community, and then come up with other places in the community that provide services to share with the class.  Students will discover the meaning of symbol on graves and which symbols are for heroes.  Students will discover the materials that are used to make gravestones.  Finally, students will compare maps of local cemeteries.   

Focus Questions

1.  How do funeral homes provide services for people?
2.  What is the importance of symbols on gravestones?  
Instructional Resources

Indiana Memory:

· (trees stump tombstone) https://digital.library.in.gov/Record/ISL_p181901coll1-1231
· (Lincoln’s Funeral Train)  https://digital.library.in.gov/Search/Results?lookfor=Lincoln%27s+Funeral+Train&submit=

· (Germany Cemetery) https://digital.library.in.gov/Record/ACPL_coll4-532
· (Child’s Funeral) https://digital.library.in.gov/Record/IHS_cephas-45
"Headstone Symbolism - Symbols on Headstones Demystified." Cremation Urns, 

“DNR: Cemetery Symbolism. “IN.gov: Home. N.p., Web. 23 Mar. 2011. http://www.in.gov/dnr/historic/3747.htm
Catalog of Lessons

Lesson 1

The teacher will instruct students on how funeral homes provide services for families who have lost a loved one.  Tell the students that the type of services the funeral home often takes care of the necessary paperwork, permits, and other details, such as making arrangements with the cemetery, and providing obituaries to the news media.  Divide students into groups and have them come up with other places in their town that provide services for the people, and what those services are.   Each group will present ideas with the rest of the class.  

Lesson 2

Students will visit a local cemetery and compare stones from our century to other centuries.  They will look at what kinds of information stones have on them now and what kind of information people use to put on them.  They will also compare the materials that make the gravestones.

Lesson 3

Students will look for 5 different symbols they find on head stones.  They will take a piece of paper and a crayon and try to rub

the sign on the paper.  Then the teacher will show students signs she found and discuss their origin and how they are important to our country. Students will look up signs that were not discussed in class on this website: http://www.in.gov/dnr/historic/3747.htm
 

Lesson 4

The students will look at the grave stone rubbings from lesson 3 and examine them.  They will identify symbols that represent heroes in the community.  Symbols for heroes could include police officers, firemen, war veterans, and other community leaders.  The students will examine these various symbols and discuss the importance of these people.  They will examine how we honor these people after they have died as well. 
Lesson 5

Teacher will provide the students with at least 5 maps of cemeteries.  The students will analyze the maps by comparing them to one another.  They will discuss the similarities and differences between cemeteries from around Indiana.

Abstract
This task is designed assess students’ understanding of the importance of headstone symbols and epitaphs.  The Students are divided into small groups of five. The groups will discuss what they find on stones and how it links to America’s heritage.  The students will compare later stones to new ones and how our culture is reflected through the stones.  

Prompt

· Handout of headstone symbols.
· Pictures of headstones.
· Handout of epitaph, or writing that is on stone, examples.  
	Benchmark
	Score
	Score
	Score
	Score

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Students will:

5.  Compare the values and materials individuals in the community had in the past with the values and materials they have in the present.  (1.1.1)
6. Identify American symbols on grave stones and discuss their origins. (1.1.3)
	Groups have discussed only 1 symbol and 1 epitaph comparison during the discussion.
	Groups have discussed only 2 symbols and 2 epitaph comparisons during the discussion.
	Groups have discussed 3 symbols and 3 epitaph comparisons during the discussion.
	Groups have discussed 4 or more symbols and 4 or more epitaph comparisons during the discussion.


 Directions
 “Cemetery stones have changed from centuries ago until now.  We use a lot of the same symbols we use to, but we also have taken many away and added our own.  When tombstones started to have epitaph they often were quotes or bible verses.  Now we see a lot of personal quotes and stories.  Today we are going to have a class discussion; each group of students will discuss what symbols they think are most important on stones or maybe you feel that some symbols are not important.  The groups will talk about the history of the symbols they choose.  In groups you will also study epitaphs from past and present. During your presentation you will compare the two.

Procedure

Prepare a rubric to give to students showing them how you are to score their discussion during the presentation and when in groups.  This will show students what points they will need to discuss during the discussion/presentation.  The presentations will be recorded and used at the cemetery booth at the state fair.

Scoring Rubric
Abstract

This assessment task is designed to test the student’s familiarities with maps in accordance with cemeteries.  The students will be analyzing several different maps of cemeteries.  After they have done this they will make their own map of a cemetery.  The results of this project will be displayed at a local funeral home. 

Prompt

The prompt for this lesson comes from maps pulled off of the www.SHAARD.dnr.in.gov.  Also use the Indiana Room in your county library.  The teacher will pull 5 or 6 maps off of this website to give to the students.  The students will use these maps as a model for their cemetery map.

Directions

“All right students, we are going to do a small group activity with maps of cemeteries from around Indiana.”   

“Once you are in your groups you should be looking at the different maps of the cemeteries.  Discuss with your group members the differences of the maps. Write down 3 similarities you see in the maps and 3 differences.”  

“After your groups have collaborated, we will have a debate and each group will make their argument.” 

“After you have established the differences and the similarities, I want each group to draw their own map of a cemetery.  Remember to include the cardinal directions, and the other aspects of a map that we have 

discussed.”

“Once your map is complete, I want you to discuss in your groups what life would be like if we didn’t have any maps. How would life be harder?”

“You will present your map and describe the different aspects of your map to the class.  Then persuade your classmates as to why your map is a good one. ” 

“In our society today we are starting to go away from maps and focusing more on GPS and getting maps off the internet.  What are the pros and cons of this?  

Procedures

The teacher will divide the students into three equal groups.  Once they are in the groups they will be given 20-30 minutes to analyze prompt, that the teacher will have available.  Then the students will have time to create their own cemetery.  All groups will present their cemetery and discuss to the class why they put things where they put them.  The teacher will follow the rubric below to help in assessing the students understanding of the content below.  

	BENCHMARK
	SCORE

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Students will create their own map of a cemetery using correct cardinal directions.  They will also label a path throughout the cemetery that people can walk on to go through the cemetery.  (1.3.1)


	Group gives 1 detailed explanation on the layout of their cemetery.  

Map includes no cardinal directions, does not include a walking path.
	Group gives 2 detailed explanations on the layout of their cemetery.  

Map includes all 1-2 cardinal directions, does not include a walking path.
	Group gives 3 detailed explanations on the layout of their cemetery.  

Map includes all 3 cardinal directions, including a walking path.
	Group gives 4-5 detailed explanations on the way they chose to layout their cemetery.  

Map includes all 4 cardinal directions, including a walking path.


