Abstract

	Benchmarks

Students will:

1. Discuss how the citizens of New Harmony exhibited common virtues and thoughts in their community, and describe the different class systems of their community.  (4.2.6) 

2. Students will create criteria to take a position on whether this communal society was successful. (4.2.7)

3. Describe individual rights, such as freedom of speech, freedom of religion and the right to public education that people have under Indiana's Bill of Rights compared to the New Harmony citizen’s rights. (4.2.2)
4. Explain how key individuals from New Harmony (ex. George Rapp) influenced the early growth of the New Harmony Community. (4.1.6)
5. Students will identify good produced by the Harmonist’s work force. (4.4.1)


	Assessment Tasks

Students will:

1. Students will analyze and discuss the class systems in New Harmony.  They will take a position on whether or not class systems are useful.  (4.2.6, 4.2.7)

2. Students will discuss the Indiana Bill of Rights. They will also evaluate Father Rapp’s conduct towards the New Harmony community and how his behavior effected the community as a whole.  They will then decide if Father Rapp was a fair leader based on the Indiana Bill of Rights. (4.1.6, 4.2.2)

3. Students will identify some of the things the Harmonists did to help support their community financially. (4.4.1)
	Key Concepts

- Community

-Society

- Class Systems

-Utopian

-Capital 

-Wool carding


During this unit students will develop an understanding of what a society is.  They will do this by a number of activities and by learning about the utopian society of New Harmony.  First, students will watch the “New Harmony” video.  Then they will discuss what makes up a society and helps it prosper.  Students will learn how a communal society works together to better everyone’s lives.  They will work with their classmates to develop their own society based on a set of rules.   Students will then 

work together to run their pretend society.  They will be responsible for building different objects and will have to figure out what is the most effective way to work together.  

Focus Questions

1. What makes up a communal society?

2. Why is it important for everyone to work together in a society?

3. Should all societies have a constitution (Bill of Rights)?

Instructional Resources

Indiana Memory:

· (New Harmony, IN) https://digital.library.in.gov/Record/ISL_p181901coll18-4435
· (Thralls Opera House) https://digital.library.in.gov/Record/ISL_p181901coll1-332
· (Old Mill) https://digital.library.in.gov/Record/EVPL_evapost-61
· (Robert Owen) https://digital.library.in.gov/Record/ISL_p181901coll18-3202
· (Owen’s Community, New Harmony) https://digital.library.in.gov/Record/ISL_p181901coll18-3513
· (Map of New Harmony) https://digital.library.in.gov/Record/ISL_p181901coll18-3515
“Carding Wool - Making Rolags.” Youtube. 22 Aug. 2008. Web. 27 Jan. 2011. <http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zp_fIc5lCuk&playnext=1&list=PL1F91A5461328879B>.

"Historic New Harmony." Max Kade/SGAS Home Page. 17 Nov. 2007. Web. 27 Jan. 2011. <http://maxkade.iupui.edu/newharmony/home.html>.

"Moment of Indiana History." Purdue University. Web. 27 Jan. 2011. <http://www.purdue.edu/wbaa/ipbs/Scripts/023.htm>.

. “Finding Harmony: Communal Societies and The Town of New Harmony, Indiana.” Morris, R (Ex. Producer). Laub, J (Writer and Producer). 2008

Arndt, Karl John Richard. A Documentary history of the Indiana decade of the Harmony Society, 1814-1824. Indianapolis: Indiana Historical Society, 19751978. Print.

Catalog of Lessons

Lesson 1:  

The students will briefly look at what a society is.  The teacher will introduce the students to the different aspects of a society and discuss how each society has citizens.  The teacher will have a discussion with the students about the citizens of New Harmony.  The class will discuss key topics such as the predominate virtues in the community, how did the colony use cooperation, and how “respect” played a role in New Harmony.  After this discussion, the class as a whole will talk about how these important ideas play a role in the “community” of the classroom. 

Lesson 2: 

The teacher will explain the thought on communal societies.  Building off of the ideas that we have developed in lesson 1 the students will get in groups to “invent” their own communal society.  They will come up with their own name for their communal society, and come up with different reasons as to why they wanted to create a communal society.  The students will then decide upon a way to support their communal society.  The teacher will then show the class the Youtube video on carding wool.  The teacher will describe to the students how the New Harmonists carded and spun wool to help fund their community.  

Lesson 3:  

The teacher teaches students about the Indiana Bill of Rights.  Then leads a discussion about the freedoms we share under the Bill of Rights vs. the limited rights offered under a Communal Society.  The teacher will challenge students to critically think and discuss whether they would give up their freedom to have the security of a communal society.

Lesson 4:  

The teacher explains who Robert Owen was and about the Owen community.  The children are told about the how the Owen community Constitution was constantly falling apart and never lasted very long.  The class then reflects on the Indiana constitution and decides if it is best to have a constitution or not.  If they decide it is, then have them explain why since the constitution only lead to fighting for the Owen community.

Lesson 5:  

The teacher explains to the class what a utopia is.  The class then decides whether New Harmony is a utopia or not.  Then they make a list on the board of reasons they think it is and is not.  Lastly, a conclusion should be drawn involving whether New Harmony is or isn’t a utopia. 

Lesson 6:  

The teacher discusses how communal societies had criteria to follow so they could accomplish their community goals.  The teacher will also explain how you can use the criteria of the communal societies to evaluate if the societies were successful or not.  Then the students will divide into groups, and in their groups students will work together to create a criteria of what they think would make a successful society.

Lesson 7:  

Divide students 3 groups and in these groups students will have a task of raking leaves around the school to see how quickly and efficiently they can complete this task.  Each group is different and will have directions to follow.  Group 1 will work together on their task.  Group 2 will have half of the group working together while the other half will not participate.  Group 3 will work as individuals.  After the task have been completed students will come back as a class and have a class discussion about their groups work and if it was efficient or not.  Then the teacher will explain that in the communal societies they had to all work together for their community to be successful.
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Abstract

This assessment task is designed to assess the student’s comprehensive understanding of the class systems that were prevalent in New Harmony.  The students will meet in small groups to debate and decide about whether class systems were not only prevalent in New Harmony, but how class systems shape our society today. Pictures of the debates will be displayed at the New Harmony site.  

Prompt

The prompt for this particular lesson comes from the DVD “Finding Harmony.” They will watch the first section of this DVD, entitled, “Introduction to Communal Societies.”  After watching this section of the DVD the students will get into small groups of 3-4 students.  The teacher will then hand out pictures of the New Harmony community from the “Historic New Harmony” website.  These will be the materials that the students will use to identify whether or not New Harmony had a class system.  

Directions

“All right students, now that we have watched this first section of the DVD and now that I have given you the pictures of New Harmony there are a few things I want you to do.  I want you, in your groups, to analyze the pictures and look to see if you 

can tell whether there was a distinction between classes in New Harmony, look specifically at the log cabins and other buildings in New Harmony.” 

“After you have done this I want each group to list 3 different reasons why we should have class systems and also 3 reasons why we should not have class systems.”

“Also consider the pros and cons of having just one class, two separate classes, and finally 3 separate classes.” 

“Finally talk in your groups about how class systems impact our society today.  Do we have a class system in America? Why or Why not?”

“After all of your groups have addressed all of the issues dealing with class systems I want each group to take a position on class systems.  Are you for them or against them? You will be making a persuasive argument to your classmates based on what you have talked about regarding class systems.” 

Procedures

The students will put themselves into groups of 3-4.  Once they are in the groups they will be given 20-30 minutes to analyze the pictures, that the teacher will have available, and to discuss the content of the DVD.  The teacher will follow the rubric below to help in assessing the students understanding of the content below.  

	BENCHMARK
	SCORE

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Students will discuss how the citizens of New Harmony exhibited common virtues and thoughts in their community, and will describe the different class systems of their community (4.2.6)
	Persuasive argument includes no information regarding class systems in New Harmony.  Students only give 1 example. 
	Persuasive argument includes little information regarding class systems in New Harmony.  Students will give 2 examples.
	Persuasive argument includes some information regarding class systems in New Harmony. Students will give 3 examples.
	Persuasive argument includes comprehensive information regarding class systems in New Harmony. Students will give 4+ examples. 

	Students will create criteria to take a position on whether this communal society was successful. (4.2.7)
	Persuasive argument includes no stance as to why this society was a success or why it wasn’t a success. Giving no examples.
	Persuasive argument includes a weak stance as to why this society was a success or why it wasn’t a success. Giving 1-2 examples.
	Persuasive argument includes a stance as to why this society was a success or why it wasn’t a success.  Giving 3-4 examples.
	Persuasive argument includes a strong stance as to why this society was a success or why it wasn’t a success. Giving 5 or more examples.
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Abstract

This task is designed to measure the students’ knowledge of the “Indiana Bill of Rights” and their knowledge of Father Rapp. Students will have to judge a mock trial involving Father Rapp vs. the New Harmony community.  They will judge based on the community’s rights.  These rights will come directly from the “Indiana Bill of Rights.”  

Prompt

Students will read newspaper articles from New Harmony in the early 1800s.   The part of the video, “Finding Harmony,” that discusses Father George Rapp will also be playing during this time for students to refresh on information.  Then teacher will ask how certain Father Rapp influenced Indiana and changes that were made due to his “rein?”

Directions

“You are all jury members for the trial against Father George Rapp.  He is being put on trial by the community of New Harmony.   He is being accused of overstepping his power.  You are all going to fill out a piece of paper stating the communities’ rights based on the ‘Indiana Bill of Rights.’  At the end of the trial everyone needs to decide if Father Rapp is or is not guilty.  You must all have 

individual reasons for your choice.  We will then vote and share our 

thoughts.  Then come to a mutual agreement.”

Procedure
The teacher then passes out a paper that the students need to fill out for the mock trial.  The trial is acted out in the classroom.  The teacher is one lawyer and persuades the students that Father Rapp is not guilty and one student talks with the jury and persuades the students that he is guilty.  The students fill the papers out and the teacher asks for volunteers to share some of the communities rights based on the “Indiana Bill of Rights.”  Then she asks if Father Rapp is a fair leader or if he has overstepped the boundaries of his role.  Then if he will be free or guilty.  The trial will be recorder by video camera and displayed in a case in a school hallway along with the worksheets filled out during the trial.

Scoring Rubric:  

	Benchmark
	Score
	Score
	Score
	Score

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	1.  Statehood: 1816 to 1851. Explain how key individuals and events influenced the early growth of and changes in Indiana. (4.1.6)

2.   Foundations of Government: Describe individual rights, such as freedom of speech, freedom of religion and the right to public education that people have under Indiana's Bill of Rights (Article I of the Constitution). (4.2.2)

	Student’s argument is unclear and does not have supporting examples.
	Student’s argument is not clear. He or she has 1 or 2 supporting examples that are unclear.
	Student has a well-developed argument, with 1 to 2 supporting examples of why Father Rapp is or isn’t guilty.
	Student has a well-developed argument, with 3 to 4 supporting examples of why Father Rapp is or isn’t guilty.
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