COURSE TITLE:  Comparing Past and Present
GRADE LEVEL:  First

UNIT:  What was our past like?

Abstract

This unit entitle students to take a critical look at the past and how things have changed over the years.  The students will have the opportunity to compare and contrast the past and present in their own community.  They will focus on clothing, toys, house/kitchen arrangements, while having hands-on experience in a kitchen of the early 1800s.  The students will also engage in discussions of the different roles of each historical site.  At the end of the unit, students will know how much the community and life has changed since the late 1700s.
Focus Questions
1.) How have the ways we live changed from the past to the present?

2.) What are similarities and differences in community life of the past and present?
3.) What resources in the community can help research the past?

4.) Who did work at the different historical sites and what influenced them to do this work?

Instructional Resources

· Pictures of 1770s colonial dress
· Replicas of formal and work colonial dress

· Antique children’s toys

· Digital Cameras for Study Trip

· Butter Churning Supplies
	Benchmarks
	Assessment Tasks
	Key Concepts

	Students will:

· Compare how people lived in the past to how people live in the present.  (IN SS 1.1.1)

· Compare past and present similarities and differences in community life by using oral histories, biographies, and video images. (IN SS 1.1.2)

· Use the library and other information resources to find information that answers questions about history. (IN SS 1.1.9)


	Students will:
1. Given colonial clothing replicas and images, the students will compare and contrast clothing worn in the past with clothing we wear today through drawing and writing. (IN SS 1.1.1, 1.1.2)
2. Given the opportunity to try on colonial clothing, students will discuss the differences between the clothing worn by the workers and the clothing worn by the people in a formal setting.  Students will discuss why the different types of clothing were worn by different people. (IN SS 1.1.1, 1.1.2)
3. Describe how toys were different in the past in comparison to toys we have today and how technology has influenced those toys. (IN SS 1.1.1, 1.1.2, 1.1.9)

4. Identify key differences in bathrooms and bedrooms of the past and present using a video tour of the Culbertson mansion from the 1870s. (IN SS 1.1.1, 1.1.2, 1.1.9 1.4.4, 1.4.5, 1.5.2)

5. Identify through a class discussion why slaves instead of family were working in Locust Grove’s kitchen in the early 1800s. (IN SS 1.1.2, 1.1.1, 1.1.9).

6. Identify through writing a kitchen tool of the past that is different than what we use today in our kitchens. (IN SS 1.1.1, 1.1.2, 1.1.9, 1.4.5, 1.5.2)
	· Technology

· History

· Community

· Change in ways of life

· Similarities of past and present

· Differences of past and present

· Different perspectives of life over the past 200 years.
· The moral wrongs of slavery in the 1700s and 1800s in the United States.


Teacher Made Materials

· Kempf, Kimberly A Video Tour of the Culbertson Mansion in New Albany, Indiana. Slate Run School, 2008
· Kempf, Kimberly Seven Venn Diagram Charts . Slate Run School, 2008

· Indiana Memory:

· https://digital.library.in.gov/Record/IMCPL_tcm-898 (colonial purse)

· https://digital.library.in.gov/Record/IMCPL_tcm-104 (18th century doll)

· https://digital.library.in.gov/Record/IMCPL_tcm-1031 (men’s breeches)
· https://digital.library.in.gov/Record/IUPUI_CPTCPR-148 (sugar cutter)

Lesson One

Students will compare how clothing has changed from the past to the present.  The students draw a picture and write about the clothes they wear.  Then they are shown pictures of clothing worn in 1700s.  They are given the opportunity to try on replicas of formal and informal clothing from the past.  After these experiences, the students draw and write about the clothing from the past.  As a class, we fill in a Venn Diagram Chart comparing clothing from the past with clothing from the present.  Then, the class will discuss why these two types of clothing were so different. 
Lesson Two

Before the second day, the students were asked to bring their favorite toy to school.  The class sits in a community circle and share their favorite toy, explaining how it works and why it is their favorite.  Toys from the past are pulled out and the students are shown how they worked.  The students manipulate these toys and verbally discuss how they are different from the toys of the present.  In groups, the students create a Venn Diagram Chart comparing toys from the past with toys from the present.
Lesson Three

We open day three with the students drawing a picture of their bedroom and bathroom in their house.  They draw and label their pictures.  Before this lesson, I took a tour of the Culbertson Mansion and video taped the tour of the bedrooms and bathrooms.  The tour guide explained the elements of each of these rooms.  When the video tour is over, the students draw and label a picture of the bedrooms and bathrooms of the past.  The students use those pictures to write a paragraph comparing these images.  The students then discuss the living quarters of the Civil War widows and compare them with the Culbertson’s living quarters.
Lesson Four

Day four’s study is centered on comparing kitchens of the past with kitchens of the present.  The students open the day with a study trip to Locust Grove.  At Locust Grove, an employee dressed in colonial apparel welcomes us to her kitchen.  In the kitchen, the employee allows us to watch her cook over an open fire.  She stays in character, speaking as if it was the turn of the century.  The students are given an assignment to take a picture of one item that is different than what they have in their kitchens at home.  Once the students have taken a picture of a kitchen tool they are given the opportunity to interview an employee acting as an enslaved person at Locust Grove in the early 1800s.

Lesson Five

During our fifth day, the students work on a poster showing they item they captured in a picture the day before.  The students glue the picture to the center of the page.  Below the picture, the students write three sentences explaining what this kitchen tool was used for.  They also include in their writing what we use today that is similar to this tool of the past.
The students are also given the opportunity to churn butter, a task the tour guide at Locust Grove talked about on the previous day.  After churning the butter, the students have a discussion about how hard the work was the enslaved people had when preparing meals for large groups in the early 1800s.  The class will also discuss why the enslaved people were preparing the meals.
