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UNIT TITLE: Indiana State Park Centennial

GRADE LEVEL: Fourth Grade

UNIT: Prehistoric Indians

Abstract:

In this unit, students will explore the Adena, Hopewell, and Mississippian Indian tribes, including their ways of life, mound building strategies, and culture. Students will begin this unit by learning about the Adena Indians: the mounds they built and artifacts they used in their time period. Students will later discover that the Adena Indians merged to become what we term the Hopewell Indians.  Students will construct their own timelines to show the different time periods of the Adena and Hopewell Indians.  For a field trip, the students will visit Mounds State Park in Anderson, Indiana, where they will view ten unique earthworks (mounds) built by the prehistoric Indians discussed in this unit. After visiting Mounds State Park the students will learn about the Mississippian Indian mounds, comparing and contrasting them to those of the Adena and Hopewell Indians.  To culminate the unit, the students will listen to multiple poems which discuss the importance of the Native American Indians. This will be followed by an assignment in which the students will create their own found poems.

Focus Questions:

1. What do the Adena, Hopewell, and Mississippians Indians all have in common?

	Benchmarks:
	Assessment Tasks:
	Key Concepts:

	Students will:

· Identify and compare the major early cultures that existed in the region that became Indiana prior to contact with Europeans. (SS.4.1.1) 

· Identify and describe historic Native American groups that lived in Indiana prior to the time of early European exploration, including ways that the groups adapted to and interacted with the physical environment. (SS.4.1.2)

· Create and interpret timelines that show relationships among people, events, and movements in the history of Indiana. (Individuals, Society and Culture) (SS.4.1.15)
· Give examples of the kinds of goods* and services* produced in Indiana in different historical periods. (SS.4.4.1)
	Students will:

1. Gain insight on what held importance to the Adena Indians. The students will then compile a list of items found in the Adena mounds and compare them to items that we use today. (SS.4.1.1) (SS.4.4.1)

2. Use computers in a cooperative group to create timelines of major events from the era of the Adena to the rise of the Hopewell Indians. (SS.4.1.2) (SS.4.1.15)


	· Mounds

· Artifacts

· Tribes

· Adena

· Hopewell

· Mississippians


Indiana Memory

· https://digital.library.in.gov/Search/Results?lookfor=Adena+Indians&submit= (Adena Indians)
· https://digital.library.in.gov/Search/Results?lookfor=Adena+Indians&submit= (Adena-Hopewell Indians)

· (Locations of Indian Tribes in Northern Indiana) https://digital.library.in.gov/Record/IPFW_cc_acfwhs-380
Course Title: Adena Mound Artifacts

Grade Level: Fourth Grade
Unit: Prehistoric Cultures

Abstract: 

This task is designed to assess the ability of students to understand the types of artifacts that would be buried with the Adena Indians of long ago that were important to Indiana’s past. Following a first person presentation given by a member of the Adena tribe (the teacher), the students will gain understanding of the types of artifacts that the Adena Indians included in mounds through the use of a mock dig using a sand and water table. Following the mock dig, the students will gain insight on what was important to the Adena Indians. The students will then compile a list of items found in the Adena mounds and compare them to items that we use today. The students will gain an understanding of what items were important to the Adena Indians of long ago. After the project has been completed, the fourth grade students will travel to the third grade classrooms to present their findings from the mock dig to their peers. The fourth graders will then write letters to the local newspaper discussing their feelings towards the project, citing their teaching experience. 

Prompt: 

· Sand and water table

· Mock items buried in the sand (to represent the Adena artifacts) including necklaces, clothing, pottery, knives

· List of what was found while digging

· Venn Diagram for each student

· First Person Presentation on Adena Indian

Indiana Memory

· https://digital.library.in.gov/Search/Results?lookfor=Adena+Indians&submit= (Adena Indians)

Directions: 

*Students will be delivered a first person presentation on an Adena Indian), during which they will learn all about the types of artifacts and daily life of an Adena Indian. Students will then assume that they are archaeologists, digging a site in the sand and water table when researching the Adena Indians. Each student will write down their findings and contemplate why the Adena Indians would use each artifact that is found. The students will then be asked what they would do if they found artifacts in real life. Would they keep them? Would they call a state archaeologist? What would be the positives and the negatives of keeping the artifacts that were found? This mock dig will be followed by an activity in which the students will complete a Venn diagram comparing the artifacts found in the Adena mound with the products that we use in the present day. After comparing and contrasting the Adena artifacts with the products that are used today, students will write letters to the Adena Indians explaining what they would find important enough to include in their own mounds today. (This will get the students thinking about the past and the present and comparing the two.) The students will then bury their letters, including pictures of the artifacts that they found fit to include in their own mounds, into the sand and water table. Last, the students will revisit the first person presentation with the Adena Indian and tell the presenter what they learned about the Adena tribe through the use of this lesson. 
The letter to be buried in the sand and water table should include: 

· Why the selected artifacts from the present time should be included in the mound (stating their importance)

· Pictures of the artifacts (since the Adena Indian would not know what the given artifacts look like/ what they are used for)

Procedure: 

I will make available a sample letter and list artifacts that I would include in my personal mound. I will make sure that all students participating in the assessment task have viewed my first person presentation and are familiar with the Adena Indian that I presented, including the strong ties to Indiana’s history.  I will read all directions to students, and I will explain various parts of the writing process with the students by modeling step-by-step with them. Each student will be presented with a scoring rubric before being asked to work independently. I will circulate to answer questions about the task. 

	BENCHMARK
	SCORE

	Identify and compare the major early cultures that existed in the region that became Indiana prior to contact with Europeans. (Individuals, Society and Culture)

 (SS.4.1.1)

Give examples of the kinds of goods* and services* produced in Indiana in different historical periods. (SS.4.4.1)
	Distinguished

4
	Proficient

3
	Basic

2
	Unsatisfactory

1

	
	Letter includes pictures of artifacts and written explanation of why the chosen items are important to include in the mound, minimum of 3 items
	Letter includes

pictures of artifacts and written explanation, only 2 artifacts chosen
	Letter includes

Pictures of artifacts chosen and written explanation, 1 or 2 artifacts chosen
	No letter/ pictures included


Course Title: Hopewell Indians

Grade Level: Fourth Grade
Unit: Prehistoric Cultures

Abstract: 

This assessment task is designed to assess the ability of students to work in cooperative groups to conduct research relevant to topics being taught in the fourth grade Social Studies curriculum. The students will gain understanding of how a prehistoric tribe grows, migrates, and evolves over time to become a new tribe.  Following the reading and analysis of documents given to students by their teacher, the fourth grade students will gain insight on how the Adena Indians evolved to become the tribe known as the Hopewell Indians. In cooperative groups, the students will assume the role of researchers, working together via the use of computers to embark on web quests to gather information and complete a timeline of events that led the change from the Adena to the Hopewell Indians. The students will then share their completed timelines with the rest of the class, prior to the teacher sending an article of findings to the local newspaper. 

Prompt: 

· Computers for each group, with internet access

· Students will be given pieces of paper with their individual roles within their cooperative groups (researcher, writer, manager, speaker)

· Documents from the teacher explain

· Pictures of the Hopewell Indians

· Pictures of the Adena Indians

· Butcher paper (used to draw timeline on)

· Rubrics given to each student

· Peer evaluation sheet for each student

Indiana Memory

· https://digital.library.in.gov/Search/Results?lookfor=Adena+Indians&submit= (Adena-Hopewell Indians)

Directions: 

*Students will be shown multiple pictures of the Adena and the Hopewell Indians via handouts from their classroom teacher. The students will then be placed in mixed ability groups and each student will be given a specific role within the group. Students will then assume that they are researchers, aspiring to sequence the events of how the Adena Indians become the tribe later known as the Hopewell. The students will use computers and Internet access to embark on a web quest that will lead to the sequencing of events and the eventual creation of a timeline of Prehistoric Indiana Indian tribes. (This will get the students thinking about Indiana in terms of prehistoric Indian tribes.) The students will then report all findings to their fourth grade classmates, one group at a time. The class will then discuss how migration and evolution of human beings is still relevant today (i.e. how are people changing, do people tend to move from one area to another, why are people moving). We will then ask the students to list some pros and cons of moving, including personal reasons for why they feel the way that they do. The classmates will decide if their timelines should be combined. (If one group has more information that another group does not have, it may be added to their timeline.) The students will then help to write an article (with the help of their teacher) to share with the local newspaper.

Each group’s timeline of events should include: 

· Dates (years) in which each tribe lived

· Pictures of each important event listed (neatly drawn and relevant)

· Names of each student in the group along with the role assigned to them

· A title

Procedure: 

I will make available a timeline (premade) and a list of websites that I used when conducing my own research. I will make sure that all students participating in the assessment task have viewed my timeline and are familiar with the criteria that will be assessed.  I will read all directions to students, and I will explain various parts of the cooperative groups that will be assigned by telling what is expected of each role. Each student will be presented with a scoring rubric before being asked to work independently. I will explain that the students will be completing peer evaluations on their group members following the assignment. I will circulate to answer questions about the task.  

	BENCHMARK
	SCORE

	Identify and describe historic Native American groups that lived in Indiana prior to the time of early European exploration, including ways that the groups adapted to and interacted with the physical environment.
(SS.4.1.2)

Create and interpret timelines that show relationships among people, events, and movements in the history of Indiana. (Individuals, Society and Culture) (SS.4.1.15)
	Distinguished

4
	Proficient

3
	Basic

2
	Unsatisfactory

1

	
	Timeline includes title, illustrations, student names, important events and dates. All group members completed peer evaluations.
	Timeline includes

three of the four necessary components, three peer evaluations completed
	Timeline includes two of the four necessary components, two peer evaluations completed
	Timeline is incomplete, names not listed, no peer evaluations completed.


Fill in names of group members (include yourself)

Write yes or no. 

	Student Name: 
	Performed Role:  yes/no
	Participated Equally: yes/no

	1. 
	
	

	2.
	
	

	3.
	
	

	4.
	
	


Comments: 

