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COURSE TITLE: Native Americans at Prophetstown
Grade Level: 4th 
Abstract
During this unit of study, students discover what effects Native American lifestyle. They learn that European settlers and physical environment play a major role in the ways in which they live; also that European settlers can play a positive and negative role in the lives of the Native Americans. They learn the importance of fur trading to the Native Americans, and how that affects their lives. They also learn the importance of culture, and how that affects the lives of Native Americans. 
Focus Questions

1. How did a tribe’s location influence its culture?

2. How did the physical environment and European settlers influence Native Americans?

3. What was the importance of fur trading to Native Americans? 

	Benchmarks
	Assessment Tasks
	Key Concepts

	Students will:

Create maps of Indiana at different times in history showing regions and major physical and cultural features; give examples of how people in Indiana have modified their environment over time. (SS 4.3.11)

Identify and compare the major early cultures that existed in the region that became Indiana prior to contact with Europeans. (SS 4.1.1)

Identify and describe historic Native American Indian groups that lived in Indiana at the time of early European exploration, including ways these groups adapted to and interacted with the physical environment. (SS 4.1.2.)

Explain how both parties can benefit from trade and give examples of how people in Indiana engaged in trade in different time periods. (SS 4.4.3)
	Students will:

1. Match photos from various tribes to regions on a map to determine where Indians lived in Indiana. (SS 4.3.11)

2. Play a board game about Indians and European settlers and the positive and negative things they offered each other. (SS 4.1.1 & 4.1.2)

3. Run a trading post in the classroom between settlers and Indians. (SS 4.4.3)
	· Location

· Culture

· Resources

· Settlers


Instructional Resources

Indiana Memory:

· (Journal Entries @ Prophetstown) https://digital.library.in.gov/Search/Results?lookfor=Prophetstown&submit=
·  (Indian Tribes of Northern Indiana) https://digital.library.in.gov/Record/IPFW_cc_acfwhs-380
http://davenporthouse.org/

http://www.gips.org/assets/files/Starr/Native_Am._Adaptations/Intro.html
Catalog of Lessons 

Lesson 1: Students identify the geographic and physical features of Indiana and why tribes would chose certain locations to inhabit. Working in small groups, students will discuss what resources they would need to survive in a region that they lived in. Class discussion centers on how these resources would be met in various locations across Indiana and what land features would be necessary to meet these needs. Students are asked how a tribe’s location could influence their way of life.

Lesson 2: In this lesson students will read about the different cultures of various tribes and how their daily lives and beliefs were different from one another. Working in small groups they will draw pictures from their assigned tribe showing their way of life, values, and traditions.  Groups will present their tribes to the rest of the class. Class discussion focuses on how these tribes compare and how they are different from one another. Students are asked what influences a tribe’s culture.

Lesson 3: In this lesson students will complete a web quest to research and discover information about how tribes adapted to the various environments that they lived in across the country. When completed the class will discuss how the environment that Native Americans lived in influenced their tribe. 

Lesson 4: In this lesson students will watch an educational video about the arrival of European settlers and how it influenced Native tribes. After the video the teacher will ask students questions and engage the class in a discussion about the impact of these settlers. 

Lesson 5: The teacher leads the class in a discussion of items that Indians and settlers would have to trade. Answer the question: What was the importance of fur trading to Native Americans? Discuss why Indians traded with other tribes and settlers. We will link this with today’s economy and how things have changed drastically since these times. For example, we no longer trade for our goods and we have physical money to purchase items needed. 
Course Title: Social Studies 

Grade Level: 4th Grade

Unit: Native Americans at Prophetstown 

Abstract

This task is designed to assess the student’s knowledge of traded items and trading between Indians and settlers. They will be put into groups of Indians and settlers and choose items to trade between each other. The students will write a reflection deciding whether or not they would trade with settlers and give explanations that support that decision. This will test what they know about trading and how it works. 

Prompt
· Photos of traded items

· Previous knowledge of Indians and trading posts

Directions
“I am going to split the class into Indians and settlers. Now that you are divided up, you need to work together in your groups to come up with logical items that Indians and settlers would use to trade with each other. You will then either draw a picture or write the name and a short description on the blank pages that I have provided to you. An example I would do for an Indian item would be a medium size deer fur. That gives the settlers enough information to know what they are receiving with out having a physical fur.”

“You have all decided what items you are going to trade and have a representation of them. What you are going to do is lay them out on desks or tables and work together within your group and with the other group to find equal trades to make. Now, something to remember, you are trading for necessity items to live by, not necessarily items that you want or you think are interesting. You can trade multiple items of your own for a single item of theirs if you have to.”

“Now that you have finished all of your trading, I want you to each to back to your seat and take out your journals. Indians did not only trade with settlers, they did trade frequently with other tribes of Indians. They traded with settlers because they had things that they could not get anywhere else, but not every tribe enjoyed trading. This is similar to choosing where to shop for necessary goods now. Your parents have to get groceries a few times a month, but they choose their stores based on the goods at the store, but also by the staff and the people at the location. They will not shop at a store that they have not had positive experiences with. Indians were the same way, if they had a bad experience with one tribe or group of settlers, they wouldn’t trade with them anymore. They would find another place to get those goods. You are going to write a reflection about today’s activity. In this entry, you need to include if you were an Indian or settler, a list of at least 5 items you and your group came up with to trade, choose if you would rather trade for necessary items, or purchase them like our modern day economy and give four positive and negative reasons for that choice.”

Procedure

The students will be split up into groups of settlers and Indians, one settler per five Indians. They will have 10 minutes to converse with their group and come up with items to trade. Once they have decided on materials, they will get together with the other group and trade their goods to end up with necessary goods to live by. They will have around 20 minutes to be sure they get all of the trading done that is needed. Then they will write their reflections, which I will display at Prophetstown State Park for an allotted period of time. 

Scoring Rubric 

	Benchmark
	Score

	Students will explain how both parties can benefit from trade and give examples of how people in Indiana engaged in trade in different time periods. (SS 4.4.3)
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	Student reflected and correctly named 5 items they traded and 4 reasons for why they chose trade or modern economy methods. 
	Student reflected and correctly named 4 items they traded and 3 reasons ffor why they chose trade or modern economy methods. 
	Student reflected and correctly named 3 items they traded and 2 reasons for why they chose trade or modern economy methods. 
	Student reflected and correctly named 2 or les items they traded and 1 or less reasons for why they chose trade or modern economy methods. 


Course Title: Social Studies 

Grade Level: 4th Grade

Unit: Native Americans at Prophetstown 

Abstract

This task is designed to assess students’ understanding of how Native Americans adapted to their physical environment and European settlers. Students will participate in a simulation board game where they will play the role of Native Americans. Students will be broken up into small groups to play the board game. Each student will make their way across the game board and they will draw cards to progress. Some cards will help them progress through the game and others will hinder their journey. Each student will use their experience in the game to create a Venn diagram to compare and contrast the positive and negative influences of physical environment and Europeans on the lifestyle of Native Americans. At the bottom of the Venn diagram the student will chose a side and write a few sentences explaining whether they thought Europeans were more of a negative or positive influence. 

Prompt
· Board Game (with all pieces and cards) 
· Venn diagram sheets
Directions
“We have discussed in class how physical environment and European settlers influenced the lives of Native American tribes. For example, think about how the houses across our country are different. If you have ever traveled around the United States you may have noticed that homes look different depending on where people live. Homes in New Mexico are often pueblo style and they have terracotta roofs. Homes in colder states like Minnesota are often stone or wood to keep the home warm and they often have dark colored roofs to melt snow. Similarly Native Americans had different homes depending on where they lived. On the plains they lived in teepees because they were portable and they had to move to follow their food. Woodland Native Americans built wigwams. Different environments caused these tribes to have to adapt. Similarly when Europeans arrived they had to adapt to their new ideas, goods, and diseases. Today you are going to play a board game where you will take on the role of a Native American. The goal is to get to the end of the journey (or the end of the game board) first.  You will draw cards that will give you directions for how to advance or fall back. So for example you could get a card that said “Caught small pox from new Europeans. Go back 3 spaces.” After you have finished the game you and your group will complete a Venn diagram comparing and contrasting the positive and negative influences that the physical environment and the Europeans had on the lifestyle of Native Americans. Then at the bottom you will write a few sentences to conclude whether you believe the Europeans were more of a negative or positive influence on the Native Americans. Students will present their findings to local Native American elders in the community.” After the presentations the teacher will ask:

1. We too face problems today with our environment. What problems with our physical environment are we facing as a result of our farming and hunting methods in particular?

2. What alternatives can prevent these problems?
Procedure

The teacher will explain the directions for the activity and assignment and will ask if students have any questions. Then the teacher will assign groups and will have each group leader carry the board game and Venn diagrams to a designated spot in the classroom to play. Students will begin working and the teacher will walk around the room to assess the groups’ progress and answer any questions. 

Scoring Rubric 

	Benchmark
	Score


Students will compare and contrast how the physical environment influenced Native Americans.

	(SS.4.1.2)
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	Student had no accurate connections to how Native Americans adapted or were influenced by their physical environment.
	Student had at least 1 accurate connection to how Native Americans adapted or were influenced by their physical environment.
	Student had at least 2 accurate connections to how Native Americans adapted or were influenced by their physical environment.
	Student had at least 3 accurate connections to how Native Americans adapted or were influenced by their physical environment. 


Students will choose a side and gave valid reasoning for whether they thought Europeans were a positive or negative influence on the lifestyle of Native Americans. 

	(SS.4.1.2)
	Student did not choose a clear side to the argument or provide accurate reasoning as to why he/she believed Europeans were a positive /negative influence. 
	Student did not chose a clear side to their argument and gave only 1 reason as to why he/she believed Europeans were a positive /negative influence.
	Student chose a clear side to their argument and gave only 1 reason as to why he/she believed Europeans were a positive /negative influence.
	Student chose a clear side to their argument and gave at least 2 reasons as to why he/she believed Europeans were a positive /negative influence. 


Grade Level: 4th Grade

Unit: Native Americans at Prophetstown 

Abstract

This task is designed to assess students’ knowledge of how culture was influenced by the physical environment or region that Native American tribes inhabited. Students will contrast pictures of cultural artifacts and the physical environments to determine the region of Indiana each of the three tribes inhabited. Groups of students will be asked to label the tribes and the regions on a map and represent major physical and cultural features on the map. Each group of students will be given three manila folders that will be filled with pictures of vegetation, wildlife, crops, landforms, and other various cultural artifacts. Using these pictures, students will draw conclusions about how these tribes interacted with their environment and how their location influenced their culture. The students will match the tribe to their region and will label whether they believe the particular tribe is a part of the Illini, Shawnee, or Miami tribe. They will then label these tribes on the map of Indiana and will draw in key physical and cultural features. When finished the students will access the Indiana census and will create a pie chart reflecting the people the different groups that live here. The class will discuss how the different groups are treated and whether they feel they play an important part in society. The students will reflect on the discussion in their journal. 

Prompt
· 3 manila folders filled with pictures 
· Maps 
· Social Studies textbook
· Pie charts

· Consensus information

Directions
“We have learned about the ways of life of various Native American tribes across the state of Indiana. Each tribe had different cultures and was influenced differently by their environment and location. Physical environment plays an important role in the development of each of these cultures. The surrounding environment determined diet, homes, clothing, and art. Today I am going to give each table group three manila folders that will each be filled with pictures from three different Native American tribes that inhabited Indiana. Each folder will represent the Miami, Illini, or Shawnee tribe. In your groups you will try to determine which region of Indiana the tribe belongs to and then you will label the tribe on a map. The groups will also draw major physical and cultural features of the land that were significant to the tribe. When your group is finished making the conclusions and labeling your map, take out your social studies textbook and compare your conclusions to the descriptions of these three tribes in your textbook. Your research in your textbook will be to validate your conclusions. Please place all of the pictures back into the proper folder, return it to the table, and turn your map into the homework tray.” Then students will go to the census and look at Indiana. They will be asked to create pie charts that show the different people that live here today. Based on the information collected the students will conduct a class discussion about the following questions: 

1. How are the different groups represented in society?

2. How do you think these groups feel about their representation in the community?

Procedure

The teacher will create the enough manila folders with the laminated pictures and that each table will be able to have one form each of the three tribes. These folders can be placed at the front of the room along with the map. After the directions have been explained, one group member from each group can go up to the table to collect the supplies. Students will begin working on their work, looking at one tribe at a time and making comparisons. During this time the teacher will walk around the room and assess the progress of the students and answer any questions they may have. The students will complete their consensus assignment at their desks using printed off materials from the Indiana consensus. The teacher will lead the class discussion and students will reflect on the discussion in their journals. We will send the students journals to the local library to be on display for an allotted amount of time. 

Scoring Rubric 

	Benchmark
	Score


Student will label a map of Indiana, showing the different tribe regions and the major physical and cultural features of the region. 

	(SS.4.3.11)
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	Student inaccurately labeled the 3 regions with the correct tribe and made only 1 significant connection to the physical land and/or culture for each tribe.
	Student accurately labeled only 1 region with the correct tribe but made at least 2 significant connections to the physical land and/or culture for each tribe.
	Student accurately labeled all 3 regions with the correct tribe but made only 1 significant connection to the physical land and/or culture for each tribe.
	Student accurately labeled all 3 regions with the correct tribe and made at least 2 significant connections to the physical land and/or culture for each tribe.


Students used photos to identify and compare early cultures of Native American tribes that existed before the arrival of the Europeans.

	(SS.4.1.1)
	Student did not analyze photos and randomly assigned each tribe to a set of photos without making cultural connections.
	Student cooperatively analyzed the photos but made inaccurate cultural connections.
	Student cooperatively analyzed the photos to make but made a few errors when connecting it to cultural connections. 
	Student cooperatively analyzed the photos to make accurate cultural connections to label each tribe.


Grade Level: 4th Grade

Unit: Native Americans at Prophetstown 

Abstract

This task is designed to assess students’ knowledge of how culture was influenced by the physical environment or region that Native American tribes inhabited. Students will contrast pictures of cultural artifacts and the physical environments to determine the region of Indiana each of the three tribes inhabited. Groups of students will be asked to label the tribes and the regions on a map and represent major physical and cultural features on the map. Each group of students will be given three manila folders that will be filled with pictures of vegetation, wildlife, crops, landforms, and other various cultural artifacts. Using these pictures, students will draw conclusions about how these tribes interacted with their environment and how their location influenced their culture. The students will match the tribe to their region and will label whether they believe the particular tribe is a part of the Illini, Shawnee, or Miami tribe. They will then label these tribes on the map of Indiana and will draw in key physical and cultural features. When finished the students will access the Indiana census and will create a pie chart reflecting the people the different groups that live here. The class will discuss how the different groups are treated and whether they feel they play an important part in society. The students will reflect on the discussion in their journal. 

Prompt
· 3 manila folders filled with pictures 
· Maps 
· Social Studies textbook
· Pie charts

· Consensus information

Directions
“We have learned about the ways of life of various Native American tribes across the state of Indiana. Each tribe had different cultures and was influenced differently by their environment and location. Physical environment plays an important role in the development of each of these cultures. The surrounding environment determined diet, homes, clothing, and art. Today I am going to give each table group three manila folders that will each be filled with pictures from three different Native American tribes that inhabited Indiana. Each folder will represent the Miami, Illini, or Shawnee tribe. In your groups you will try to determine which region of Indiana the tribe belongs to and then you will label the tribe on a map. The groups will also draw major physical and cultural features of the land that were significant to the tribe. When your group is finished making the conclusions and labeling your map, take out your social studies textbook and compare your conclusions to the descriptions of these three tribes in your textbook. Your research in your textbook will be to validate your conclusions. Please place all of the pictures back into the proper folder, return it to the table, and turn your map into the homework tray.” Then students will go to the census and look at Indiana. They will be asked to create pie charts that show the different people that live here today. Based on the information collected the students will conduct a class discussion about the following questions: 

3. How are the different groups represented in society?

4. How do you think these groups feel about their representation in the community?

Procedure

The teacher will create the enough manila folders with the laminated pictures and that each table will be able to have one form each of the three tribes. These folders can be placed at the front of the room along with the map. After the directions have been explained, one group member from each group can go up to the table to collect the 
supplies. Students will begin working on their work, looking at one tribe at a time and making comparisons. During this time the teacher will walk around the room and assess the progress of the students and answer any questions they may have. The students will complete their consensus assignment at their desks using printed off materials from the Indiana consensus. The teacher will lead the class discussion and students will reflect on the discussion in their journals. We will send the students journals to the local library to be on display for an allotted amount of time. 

Scoring Rubric 

	Benchmark
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Student will label a map of Indiana, showing the different tribe regions and the major physical and cultural features of the region. 

(SS.4.3.11)
	Student inaccurately labeled the 3 regions with the correct tribe and made only 1 significant connection to the physical land and/or culture for each tribe.
	Student accurately labeled only 1 region with the correct tribe but made at least 2 significant connections to the physical land and/or culture for each tribe.
	Student accurately labeled all 3 regions with the correct tribe but made only 1 significant connection to the physical land and/or culture for each tribe.
	Student accurately labeled all 3 regions with the correct tribe and made at least 2 significant connections to the physical land and/or culture for each tribe.

	 Students used photos to identify and compare early cultures of Native American tribes that existed before the arrival of the Europeans. 

(SS.4.1.1)
	Student did not analyze photos and randomly assigned each tribe to a set of photos without making cultural connections.
	Student cooperatively analyzed the photos but made inaccurate cultural connections.
	Student cooperatively analyzed the photos to make but made a few errors when connecting it to cultural connections.
	Student cooperatively analyzed the photos to make accurate cultural connections to label each tribe.


