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Abstract: This unit is revolved around the issue of slavery. First, the students need to know how different the people that live up North are living their lives compared to the people of the South. Once they fully understand this issue, the students are going to find out who Abraham Lincoln is through use of a variety of biographies. Next, we will take a field trip to Lincoln State Park to see where Abraham Lincoln lived as a child. The following lesson will take the form of a class discussion with the topic of whether Lincoln’s hometown had any influence in his view of slavery. We will end the unit talking about the Whig Party and the other political parties during that time period. 

Focus Question:
1. Did Abraham Lincoln’s neighborhood affect his views on slavery?

	Benchmarks
	Assessment Tasks
	Key Concepts

	Students will:

· Explain the roles of various individuals, groups and movements in the social conflicts leading to the Civil War (4.1.7).

· Using primary and secondary sources and online source materials, construct a brief narrative about an event in Indiana history (4.1.17). 

· Use a variety of information resources to take a position or recommend a course of action on a public issue relating to Indiana’s past or present (4.2.7).

· Identify major state offices, the duties and powers associated with them, and how they are chosen, such as by election or appointment (4.2.4).  


	Students will:

1. Explain, in their own words, the issues and parties that were splitting the nation apart and why. (4.2.7 & 4.2.4)

2. Present at least 10 important facts/characteristics about Abraham Lincoln using the open-minded portrait. (4.1.17)

3. Explain how Little Pigeon shaped Lincoln’s view/beliefs on slavery. (4.1.7)


	· Slavery

· Issues

· Campaign

· Party


Instructional Resources
· Map of United States with slave states and free states indicated

Indiana Memory

· (early settlement picture) https://digital.library.in.gov/Record/WV3_ppl-11
· (Abraham Lincoln’s Childhood Home) https://digital.library.in.gov/Search/Results?lookfor=Lincoln%27s+home&submit=
· (Huggart Settlement) https://digital.library.in.gov/Record/SJCPL_p16827coll4-971
·  (Freed Slaves in the Union Army) https://digital.library.in.gov/Record/IHS_dc008-248
· (Emancipation) https://digital.library.in.gov/Record/ACPL_p15155coll1-2575
Youth Books:
· Kalman, Maira (2012). Looking at Lincoln. 
· Polacco, Patricia (2011). Just in Time, Abraham Lincoln.
· Rappaport, Doreen (2008). Abe’s Honest Words: The Life of Abraham Lincoln. 
· Fleming, Candace (2008). The Lincolns: A Scrapbook Look at Abraham and Mary.
· Cohn, Amy L (2002). Abraham Lincoln.
· Pinkney, Andrea Davis (2001) Abraham Lincoln: Letters from a Slave Girl.
· Bial, Raymond (1998). Where Lincoln Walked.
· Polacco, Patricia (2009). January’s Sparrow.
Teacher Made Materials: 

· Lincoln log

· Movie Theatre sign

· Lincoln State Park chart

· 3-Circle Model

Informational Resources:

http://www.lspfriends.org/little_pigeon.html

http://www.in.gov/history/markers/25.htm
http://showcase.netins.net/web/creative/lincoln/sites/jones.htm
Catalog of Lessons

Lesson 1: Issue of Slavery: Porter Rea Cemetery

Prior to class, I will have a poster on the board that reads “Kahlig’s Movie Theatre” and the desks will be separated into two distinct areas. As the students arrive, I will send some to one side and some to the other even though they are all viewing the same exact movie. After they all have a seat, I will ask them for what reasons they would be separated. Depending on their answers, I might have to give them hints, such as the time period we are in. This activity will lead us into the issue of slavery and how where you lived during that time affected how you felt about it. I will do an interactive read aloud with the class using the book January’s Sparrow. We will discuss this book and then I will talk about the Huggart Settlement, which was by present day Potato Creek Park, was a place where the people were against slavery. They were so against it that they had no segregation whatsoever. The African Americans were buried right alongside the Caucasians in Porter Rea Cemetery. I will also show the students a map of the Free States versus the Slave States during that time period. The students will then have to take the information learned and explain if their hometown would have been for or against slavery and why. This assessment will relate the lesson to the overall focus question of if one’s neighborhood affects slavery.

Lesson 2: Who is Abraham Lincoln?

The northern part of the United States was extremely different from the South. For example, in the South, African Americans were forced to work in the fields from dust until dawn for no pay. In the North, African Americans were able to work in factories and own a house. The issue of slavery was a HUGE issue and caused a lot of tension in our country. Abraham Lincoln was an extremely important person as he was starting to run for president. Now that the students all know about what is going on during this time period, I want them to be the researchers. I will write this question on the board: Was Lincoln for or against slavery? I will have a selection of biographies on Lincoln, all of which are close to their reading level. In groups of three, the students will read through one book, make a list of the most important facts, and write those facts on the “Lincoln Log” (brown poster paper made into the shape of a log). After each group has written at least five facts on the Lincoln log, the students have time to look at the Lincoln log for ideas. Each student then creates an open mind portrait with a paragraph included that explains his/her drawing. The students can use the books or the facts on the Lincoln log to pull the characteristics from. This is where they turn into researchers, using whatever sources they want. The open-minded portrait should have Abraham Lincoln’s face on one side of the paper and on the other side; characteristics that describe him should be written. Ten traits/characteristics need to be listed. These drawings will be hung out in the hall for everyone to see.

Lesson 3: Field Trip to Lincoln State Park

Now that the students know about Abraham Lincoln, we are going to take a field trip to Lincoln State Park. This is where Abraham grew up with his family. The students will get to see where he went to church, where his mother got groceries, and where he went to school. The students will have a buddy that they will have to keep in their sight at all times during the field trip. With that partner, they will also be responsible for filling out a chart that I provide. The questions on this chart will be prodding them towards the overall question of neighborhood influence on Lincoln’s views.

Lesson 4: Making Connections

Using the chart from the field trip and the facts on the Lincoln log, the class will work together to see if there are connections between Lincoln’s stance on the issue of slavery and his hometown. This will be in the form of a whole class discussion including interesting facts learned on the field trip, how someone’s beliefs are affected by where they grow up, and most importantly if his hometown shaped his beliefs. If we agree that it did shape his beliefs, we need to prove this with facts and reasoning. As they are sharing their thoughts and what they have learned through the lessons thus far, I will be writing notes down on the board. Using these notes and remembering what we talked about in the discussion, each student will need to create an essay that tells how Lincoln’s town shaped him as a person and as a president. This assessment task is officially answering the overall focus question of the unit. After I grade each student’s essay, I will send them all to Lincoln State Park to be put on display for the people coming to tour.

Lesson 5: Good Friend Jones 

Col. William Jones lived in Gentryville during the same time as Lincoln’s visit during the campaign tour. He actually spent the night in Jones’s house. Their friendship goes all the way back to the 1820’s when Lincoln worked for Jones and was a clerk at his store. It is said that Jones is the reason Lincoln steered towards the Whig Party. After viewing this information on the projector, we will talk about what the Whig Party consists of along with the other parties during that time. There will be three circles on the board with the parties written on each. The students are to get into three different groups and pretend that they are that party. They can use the Internet to come up with what their beliefs are, and then write them on the circle paper that has their label on it. After they are given time to do this, I will ask them about an issue and have each group talk about how they feel about the issue as a whole. This will show the students that some of these political parties are still a popular political party today.

Assessment Task #1

Issue of Slavery: The student will explain what stance their hometown would have on slavery back in the 1850’s and provide reasoning.

Abstract: 

During this lesson, the students are hearing about different places throughout America during the 1850’s. After January’s Sparrow is read and the Huggart Settlement is talked about, it is now the student’s turn to explain, in their own words, the issues and parties that is splitting the nation apart and why.

Prompt: 

-January’s Sparrow book
-PowerPoint of information on Porter Rea Cemetery and the Huggart Settlement

-map of United States before Civil War

-Looseleaf paper (50)
Directions:

“Now you are all ready to explain your understanding of what is going on during this time period. You are each going to think about the town you are from and where it would be on the map. Would the people of your town be for slavery or against it? After you state which side your town would be on, you need to provide reasoning. Use any of the resources that I have shown you (children’s book, PowerPoint notes, map) to help. If a person who has never learned about this time period was to read your paper, it should be detailed enough for them to understand it. After explaining how your town would feel about the issue, I want you to mention an issue that is of strong debate today. Slavery was one in the 1850’s but what is an issue in 2012 that is affecting our nation and more in particular, our town. I want you to also write about how the town influence can be good and how it can be bad. For example, a positive aspect could be that it builds a sense of community and togetherness if everyone has the same beliefs. I want you to come up with some good reasons and some bad in your essay. Once you are finished, I want you to pair up with another classmate and read what you have come up with to each other. If the classmate gives corrections or recommendations, use them to help your assignment be as good as it can be. When you have a final copy ready, place it in the red tray.”

Procedures:

Each student will be given two pieces of looseleaf paper, one will be for the sloppy copy and one will be the final copy that they hand in to me to be graded. I will then tell the students to think about their hometown. The students are to answer the question: Would the people of your hometown be for slavery or against it during this time period? The students not only need to emphasize what the town’s stance would be but they will have to use facts and their logic to help explain themselves. I will make sure to emphasize that they can use the notes they have taken from the PowerPoint and the map to help them with the assignment. Once the students are finished with their first draft, they are to get with a partner and read it to each other. If there are changes that need to be made, make them, then write your final copy. This copy is to be placed in the red tray when you are ready to turn it in. Be sure to have your name and the date on the top left corner of the page. These essays will be brought to the city hall to be put on display for anyone who comes into that building!

Rubric:

	Benchmarks
	Score

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	The student will use a variety of information resources to take a position or recommend a course of action on a public issue relating to Indiana’s past or present (4.2.7).


	The student states what his/her hometown would believe but does not provide any reasoning. 
	The student states what his/her hometown would believe but only gives one reason why. 
	The student states what his/her hometown would believe and gives reasons why including two reasons but both are solely opinions.
	The student states what his/her hometown would believe and gives at least two reasons, which are all backed up by facts.


Assessment Task #2

Abraham Lincoln: The student will present at least 10 important facts/characteristics about Abraham Lincoln using the open-minded portrait.

Abstract: 

This assessment task consists of an open-minded portrait, which is a teaching strategy taken from an instructional resource. The student will have to draw Abraham Lincoln’s face on one side of the paper and on the other side they have to provide facts that they have learned through their research on him. By the end of this assessment, the students should have a full understanding of who Abraham Lincoln was.

Prompt:

· 25 blank sheets of paper

· Kalman, Maira (2012). Looking at Lincoln. 
· Polacco, Patricia (2011). Just in Time, Abraham Lincoln.
· Rappaport, Doreen (2008). Abe’s Honest Words: The Life of Abraham Lincoln. 
· Fleming, Candace (2008). The Lincolns: A Scrapbook Look at Abraham and Mary.
· Cohn, Amy L (2002). Abraham Lincoln.
· Pinkney, Andrea Davis (2001) Abraham Lincoln: Letters from a Slave Girl.
· Bial, Raymond (1998). Where Lincoln Walked.
· Spielberg, Stephen (2012). Lincoln.
· An example of an open-minded portrait

Directions:

“Once your group is finished writing five facts on the Lincoln log, you each need to grab a blank sheet of paper. On the front side, draw Abraham Lincoln’s face. You can use the book that your group read to help with the details of the drawing. Be sure to use color to make it look more appealing. Next you are to turn it around to the other side and draw the outline of his head. In his head, you are going to list ten facts that you feel best describes Abraham Lincoln. This is NOT a group assessment so you are to work alone to come up with the facts. At the bottom of the back page, I want you to agree with the fact that Abraham did slap his son in the face as the video we watched today shows, or disagree. Use your facts you have written above to explain your stance. If we look at how parents discipline their children today, would this have been an acceptable way to discipline a child in today’s society. Once again, these are all your own words. Once you are finished, place it in the red tray.”

Procedures:

When each group has added facts to the Lincoln log, I will pass out a piece of blank printer paper to each student. I will hold up my example of the Abraham Lincoln open-minded portrait and explain the assignment, making sure not to read them the facts on the back. After seeing a visual, I will be sure to reiterate that they need to have ten facts. They also need to have color to their drawing. The students will use the book that they read to pull information from. I will make sure to tell them to put their name in the top left corner of the paper because they will be put in the halls for the school to see. I will also tell them that the finished copy should be placed in the red tray when they are done. After I have graded each of them, I will hang them in the public library for the week that President’s Day occurs so that everyone can see the student’s work.

Rubric:

	Benchmarks
	Score

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Using primary and secondary sources and online source materials, construct a brief narrative about an event in Indiana history (4.1.17). 


	The student draws Lincoln’s face on one side of the paper and an outline of his face on the other side but is not colored, but has less than 4 facts.
	The student draws Lincoln’s face on one side of the paper and has an outline of his face on the other side that may or may not be in color and includes 6 or fewer facts about Lincoln.
	The student draws Lincoln’s face on one side of the paper and has an outline of his face on the other side all of which are in color and includes 8 or fewer facts about Lincoln.
	The student draws Lincoln’s face on one side of the paper and has an outline of his face on the other side all of which are in color and includes 10 facts about Lincoln.


Assessment Task #3
Making Connections: The student will explain how Little Pigeon shaped Lincoln’s view/beliefs on slavery.

Abstract: This assessment is the one that asks the student to take the concepts learned in the lessons prior and make connections between those concepts. We have learned about the town that Abraham spent some of his childhood and we also learned who Abraham Lincoln was. It is the student’s job to see if where he lived shaped his views about slavery.

Prompt: 

-25 looseleaf sheets of paper

-Finished copies of open-minded portraits

-Lincoln log facts

-Field trip charts

-Notes from discussion that are posted on the board

Directions:

“Now that we talked about the possible connections between Lincoln and his hometown, it is your turn to write down all of what you are thinking. In your essay, I want you to explain if you think there is a connection and if so, provide three reasons why. You can use the open-minded portraits, the Lincoln log, the field trip charts, and the notes that I took as we were having our discussion. This is to be your own words, NOT your neighbors. Also I want you to explain how this influence was a good thing and how it could have also been a bad thing for Abraham Lincoln. The last paragraph should explain how this connection of hometown and one’s beliefs is still evident in today’s society. For example how the issue of a religious majority impacts political issues and elected officials. Once you are finished, get a partner and do peer edits. Once the final copy is finished, place it in the red tray. Be sure to put your name in the top left corner of the paper.

Procedures:

After we are finished with our class discussion over the field trip and possible connections to Abraham’s stance on slavery, the students will each get a piece of looseleaf paper out. They are to write their names on the top left corner of the paper. The essay should start out with if they think there is a connection or not. The rest of the essay is the reasoning. It can include opinions but it must include at least three facts. The students will be reminded that they can use the open-minded portraits, the Lincoln log facts, the field trip charts and the notes I took on the board from the discussion to help them in their writing. Once they are finished, they are to pair up with a person in the class and do peer edits. The students are to make any corrections that were given and then create a final copy and place it in the red tray. Once I have graded and looked through all of them, I will send their essays to the Lincoln State Park where they will be displayed for people who come visit.

Rubric:

	Benchmarks
	Score

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	The students will explain the roles of various individuals, groups and movements in the social conflicts leading to the Civil War (4.1.7).


	The student will be able to tell if the settlement of Little Pigeon affected Lincoln’s beliefs on slavery or not but provides no explanation.
	The student will be able to explain how the settlement of Little Pigeon affected Lincoln’s beliefs on slavery and provide one fact to back it up.
	The student will be able to explain how the settlement of Little Pigeon affected Lincoln’s beliefs on slavery and provide two facts to back it up.
	The student will be able to explain how the settlement of Little Pigeon affected Lincoln’s beliefs on slavery and provide at least three facts to back it up.


