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  COURSE TITLE:  Discovering George Rogers Clark

GRADE LEVEL: Fourth Grade



       UNIT: George Rogers Clark
Abstract

This unit focuses on George Rogers Clark as an influential leader of his time. Students will explore George Rogers Clark; analyze what he did for the American people, and how this affected the nation. Next, students will discover what characteristics made George Rogers Clark a diplomatic man. Students will explore just how patriotic and democratic they are by participating in a simulated activity with a series of true or false statements. Last, students will explore authoritative careers and decide what traits it takes to be a thorough leader in their field. 

Focus Questions:


How can we be loyal to our country?


What characteristics do leaders and role models have?


How did George Rogers Clark impact people?

	Benchmarks

Roles of Citizens: Define and provide examples of civic virtues in a democracy.  (Ind. 4.2.6)

The American Revolution and the Indiana Territory: 1770s to 1816. Explain the importance of the Revolutionary War and other key events and people that influenced Indiana's development. (Ind. 4.1.3) 


	Assessment Tasks

Assessment Task 1:

The students will be given a hand out. At the top will be a box for them to write in their own words what a citizen is. On the rest of the page, they are to write four roles that they have as a citizen, and then draw a picture of them and their role. (Ind. 4.2.6)
Assessment Task 2:

Students will write two paragraphs on George Rogers Clark. The first paragraph describes his authority, and the second paragraph is on how his authority influenced 

Indiana’s development. (Ind. 4.1.3)
 
	Key Concepts

· Role

· Values

· Loyalty

· Authority

· Leadership


Instructional Resources:
Indiana Memory:

· (George Rogers Clark Memorial) https://digital.library.in.gov/Record/WV3_kcpl-11
· (Statue of Clark) https://digital.library.in.gov/Record/WV3_kcc-612
·  (Map of Indiana) https://digital.library.in.gov/Record/IPFW_cc_acfwhs-369
· (General Clark’s Attack on Vincennes, 1779) https://digital.library.in.gov/Record/IHS_P0391-1198
Essays.cc. (2004). George Rogers Clark from http://www.essays.cc/free_essays/a1/lpf156.shtml on February 1, 2011.

George Rogers Clark D.V.D

George Rogers Clark Packet
Library of Congress (I think we need an actual document and not just a picture)

Catalog of Lessons

Lesson 1: Who is George Rogers Clark?

Begin the lesson by displaying a picture, from the Library of Congress, of George Rogers Clark. Ask the students if they know who this man is, and then proceed with a discussion. Next introduce the word citizen, and point to each of the students to represent that they play a part as a citizen in the community. Describe George’s role as a citizen, especially when he was a boy living in Virginia with this large family. Discuss roles that George had on his family’s farm and in his community. Finally, have the students complete assessment task 1: where they will identify their roles as citizens.

Lesson 2: Stand Up! What George Rogers Clark was about

Begin by asking the class what a value is, and accept multiple answers. Lead into the idea that valuing something means that the person finds it to be important in their life. Discuss the values of George Rogers. Relate back to the previous lesson of how he lived on a farm in Virginia, and emphasize how that farm and the work were important to him. Therefore, he values hard work. Next, show the picture of the Ohio River, and be sure to discuss his venture through the river to Kentucky to build new settlements. Discuss the idea that of his values for nature and land. Finally, draw a Venn diagram on the board. Have the students fill in values of George Rogers on the right, their values on the left, and the values that they share in the middle.

Lesson 3: George loves America!
In the previous lesson, George’s adventure through the Ohio River to Kentucky was mentioned. In this lesson expand or go more into depth, and connect him moving to Kentucky to his loyalty to America. Begin by asking the students why do you think George chose to go to Kentucky to build new settlements, and why not to another country? Relate the answers to the word “loyalty”. Describe George as being a loyal man to America. Also, discuss the idea that while in Kentucky the Revolutionary War broke out, but George didn’t run and hide. No, instead he was loyal to America and developed a militia to fight! Finally, line the students up in a straight line. Read some examples of loyalty to the United States, and if the students are involved with these examples of loyalty to the U.S., then they will take a proud step forward. For example read, “I say the pledge of allegiance every day” or “I sing the Star Spangled Banner before games.” or “I am proud of the men who fight in our army.” If this applies to the student, that student will step forward.
Lesson 4: Yes Sir, George!

Discuss George’s authority throughout the Revolutionary War as an officer and a general. Map out all of the authority roles that George Rogers Clark took on during his life. Next, fill out a cause and effect chart, describing the effect that George’s authority had on Indiana. Have the students work in groups of fours to determine what gave George authority. Have them discuss how people act around someone of authority. Finally, the students will individually complete the second assessment task – they will write two paragraphs on George Rogers Clark. The first paragraph describes his authority, and the second paragraph will be how his authority influenced Indiana development.

Lesson 5: What makes George a good leader?

In the previous lesson they discussed George’s authoritative positions. However, not all people of authority are considered to be a true leader. Discuss with the class what qualities make a good leader. Then have them take that knowledge, and apply it to the qualities of George. The students will determine if George had good qualities to be a leader, and what qualities that consisted of. Next, they will describe how George used those leadership qualities in his life.
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       UNIT:  George Rogers Clark
Assessment Task 1:
Abstract
This assessment helps the students to understand what a citizen is, and how they have important roles in their community. Throughout the lesson, they will build their idea of a citizen and display the meaning of citizenship in this assessment. This assessment will also help the students determine their role as a citizen. It is important for them to understand that they too are important and have roles as a citizen. 
Prompt
On the chalkboard, write the word “citizen”. This will be used as a visual while discussing what a citizen is and the importance of being a citizen. Also, display the picture of George Rogers Clark (retrieved from The Library of Congress) in the classroom. This will be used to discuss George Rogers Clark and his citizenship. Beside it on the chalkboard, write down different the roles that George Rogers had as a citizen. Lastly, for this assessment, the students will use the assessment page titled “I am a Citizen!” This will be used for them to identify citizenship and their roles as a citizen.
Directions to students:

“We have just looked at George Rogers Clark and the roles that he had as a citizen. Throughout our discussion, you were able to come to a conclusion about what you believe a citizen is and what a citizen consists of. By pondering on the example that George Rogers Clark demonstrated as a citizen, you too will determine where you stand in your citizenship. At the top of the page on the assessment page, “I am a Citizen!” in your own words, you will write what your idea of a citizen is. Take time to really consider all of the aspects that we covered during this lesson on citizenship, and then form your own statement and write it here in the box. After that, there are lines for you to write four roles that you play as a citizen. Be sure to be detailed when writing these roles. Make sure you include what the role is, how to perform this role, and where you would perform the role. Lastly, choose one of the roles you wrote about, and then draw a picture at the bottom of you performing the role. For example, if one of your roles as a citizen would be to keep the environment and country clean, so therefore you throw your trash away. Then, draw a picture of you throwing trash away in a trashcan. After you turn your citizen papers into me, we will be sending these papers to the mayor of our town! Be sure to use your nicest handwriting and to take your time!”
Procedure
Begin class by discussing what a citizen is. This is an essential part in their understanding of the assessment task. Write the word citizen on the board for the students to use a visual. Next describe what a citizen’s role might consist of, for example; voting, working at a job, serving on jury duty. Then, display the picture of George Rogers Clark and discuss how he was a citizen and what roles George Rogers Clark had as a citizen. Be sure to write the citizenship roles of George Rogers Clark on the chalkboard (the students can refer back to George’s citizenship roles when determining their own citizenship roles in the assessment.) Next, tell the students that they too are citizens! Explain to them that they are younger citizens, but still have an important role with our nation. Open a discussion of what might be some citizen roles they may have. Be sure to address age appropriate citizen roles; voting would not be age appropriate. Then, discuss with the students on how somebody would behave who is not acting citizen like? This way the students can clearly see the difference and critically analyze the opposite behaviors: citizen vs. non-citizen. Hold the assessment page in the air and go over each section of it with the students. Then, have the students work on the assessment. Remind the students their pages will be sent to the mayor so he/she can see what great citizens (hometown name) has!

Scoring Rubric:
	Benchmark
	Score

	Roles of Citizens: Define and provide examples of civic virtues in a democracy.  (Ind. 4.2.6)


	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	No effort was demonstrated in their definition of citizenship. The students wrote one role they have as a citizen.
	Little evidence of effort was shown in their definition of citizenship. The students wrote two roles they have as a citizen.
	Evidence of student thought went into writing their definition of citizenship. Students wrote three roles they have as a citizen.
	In detail, students completed their definition of citizenship. Students wrote four roles they have as a citizen.


Name: ___________________________________________________________

I am a Citizen!

[image: image1.wmf]QuickTime™ and a

 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.


What is a citizen? __________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

[image: image2.wmf]QuickTime™ and a

 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.


 Some of my roles as a citizen are …

1.

2.

3.

4.

	Here is a picture of me performing one of my roles as a citizen.

	


Assessment Task 2:

Abstract

Students will learn about George Rogers Clark’s authoritative positions. Students will identify cause and effect reasons in relation to George’s impact on the state of Indiana. Students will also decide general characteristics of authoritative figures, and how they influence the people surrounding them.  
Prompt 

On the board, show the students a visual representation of George Roger’s Clark. Ask the students if they know who the man is. Introduce who George is and how he relates to Indiana. Students will be given a cause and effect chart later in the lesson in order to identify George’s authoritative duties, and how those duties contributed to Indiana’s development. As a final assessment, students will be given lined paper to respond to the prompts that ask the students to construct 2 paragraphs. Keep the prompt below on the board throughout the assessment so that students can refer to it.


One paragraph that includes:

1. A description of how George Rogers Clark was an authority


A second paragraph that includes:

2. How his authority specifically influenced Indiana’s development

Directions to students: 

“We have just learned about George Rogers Clark, and what he did for the state of Indiana. We even found out what he looks like! Hopefully our discussion about George has helped you think about how he was an authority figure during the Revolutionary War like we mentioned. We have also discovered that a person could have more then one-authority role in his or her life. George surely did, didn’t he? So now, since we have learned about authority figures and their impact on our own lives, we are going to write about George’s authority. In the first paragraph, I would like for you to provide at least 3 examples of how George Rogers Clark was an authoritative figure. Remember that a proper paragraph contains 3-5 sentences. When you are ready to write your second paragraph you will need to provide at least 3 examples of how George Rogers Clark influenced the development of Indiana. You will have approximately 20 minutes or so to complete this writing activity. If you finish writing early, be sure to revise your grammar and punctuation to make it sound professional. You will turn these in at the end of class, and they will be submitted to the George Rogers Clark National Historic Park in Vincennes, Indiana to be put on display. Therefore, be clear on what your saying, write legibly (not too fancy), and give it your very best effort. You might even want to create a pre-writing map or web before beginning your writing so you are not erasing and tearing up your paper!” 

Procedure
First, write the word “authority” for every student to visibly see. Ask the students if they know what authority means and record their responses on the board. Next, explain to the students that authorities were around during the Revolutionary War and are still around and needed today. Next, show the students an image of George Rogers Clark either from the Internet, a poster, overhead projector or any other form of media that allows you to do so. You will ask the students; does anybody know who this man is? Allow the students time to brainstorm aloud. Give a brief description of George Rogers Clark: Emphasize that he held authority positions during his life. Be sure to include various examples of how he was an authority figure. For example he served as a general, surveyor, and founded Louisville, Kentucky. Also discuss where he was born, the time period he lived, and why he is important to the state of Indiana. Once this is finished, make sure you have made clear how he specifically influenced Indiana. Inform the students that they will be required to write 2 paragraphs that are 3-5 sentences each. Don’t forget to mention that their passages will be sent to the George Rogers Clark National Historic Park to be read and put on display for further reading. Guide the students into the assessment by writing both prompts on the board and allowing time for students to brainstorm and create some kind of writing web if necessary. Once twenty minutes has been allotted tell the students you will be collecting their writing entries, and then submitting the copy along with their name and picture (not if there are privacy issues) attached to their essay. Conclude the lesson with a brief recap of George Roger’s Clark.
Scoring Rubric:
	Benchmark
	Score

	The American Revolution and the Indiana Territory: 1770s to 1816. Explain the importance of the Revolutionary War and other key events and people that influenced Indiana's development. (Ind. 4.1.3) 


	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	Student provided a few key words or no description of how GRC (George Rogers Clark) was an authoritative figure. The paragraph contained 1 sentence at most. The second paragraph did not include any examples of how GRC influenced the development of Indiana and was vague and insufficient.
	Student provided at least 1 example of how GRC (George Rogers Clark) was an authoritative figure. The paragraph contained 1-2 sentences. The second paragraph included 1 example of how GRC influenced the development of Indiana.
	Student provided a description of at least 2 examples of how GRC (George Rogers Clark) was an authoritative figure. The paragraph contained 2-4 sentences. The second paragraph included at least 2 examples of how GRC influenced the development of Indiana.
	Student provided a detailed description of at least 3 examples of how GRC (George Rogers Clark) was an authoritative figure. The paragraph contained 3-5 sentences. The second paragraph included at least 3 examples of how GRC influenced the development of Indiana.


