COURSE TITLE: George Rogers Clark Curriculum

GRADE LEVEL: 5th Grade

UNIT: The causes of the American Revolution      Betsy Knittle, Kristen Jana, & Giles Laux

ABSTRACT: 
In this unit, students will learn about the causes of the American Revolution as outlined in the Declaration of Independence.  They will also debate the conflicts between the colonies and the British.  Students will also dress up as their favorite figure from the American Revolution.  While on a field trip to the Indianapolis Beef and Boards dinner theatre, the students witness a reenactment of the signing of the Declaration of Independence.

FOCUS QUESTION:

What are the causes of the American Revolution?  What events led to the start of the American Revolution?

	Benchmarks
	Assessment Tasks 
	Key Concepts

	(5.1.9) The American Revolution: 1763 to 1783. Analyze the causes of the American Revolution as outlined in the Declaration of Independence. (Core Standard) 

(5.1.10) The American Revolution: 1763 to 1783. Identify major British and American leaders and describe their roles in key events of the war for independence. (Core Standard) 
	1. Debate the conflicts of the Colonial Legislatures and the British.  Then, on a poster board, list some of the events leading up to the American Revolution.

(5.1.9) (5.1.10)

2. Students will choose one of their favorite historical figures, dress up like them and give brief description of the role they played before or during the American Revolution.

(5.1.10)
	Revolution
Representative

Declaration
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INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES: 

Indiana Memory:

· (George Rogers Clark Memorial) https://digital.library.in.gov/Record/WV3_kcpl-11
· (Statue of Clark) https://digital.library.in.gov/Record/WV3_kcc-612
·  (Map of Indiana) https://digital.library.in.gov/Record/IPFW_cc_acfwhs-369
· (General Clark’s Attack on Vincennes, 1779) https://digital.library.in.gov/Record/IHS_P0391-1198
Obenchain, K.M., & Morris, Dr. R. (2011). 50 Social Studies Strategies for K-8 Classrooms (3rd Edition). Boston, MA: Pearson Education.

Morris, Dr. R. (2010). The Field Trip Book. Charlotte, NC: Information Age Publishing.

Morris, D. R. (2009). Bringing History To Life. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers.

Group, P. L. (Director). (2008). American Revolution: Cause of Liberty [Motion Picture].

Hancock, J. (1776, August 2nd). Declaration of Independence. U.S.A.

Social Studies For Kids. (2011). Retrieved April 20, 2011, from Social Studies For Kids: www.socialstudiesforkids.com
The American Revolution. (2011). Retrieved April 20, 2011, from The American Revolution: www.theamericanrevolution.org
United States/Revolution. (2011). Retrieved April 20, 2011, from History Place: www.historyplace.com
Classroom Materials

· TV/DVD player

· American Revolution: Cause of Liberty-dvd

· A copy of the Declaration of Independence from the Library of Congress

LESSONS:
1-Declaration of Independence– 
After reading the Declaration of Independence, the students will be divided into groups of four people.  They will be assigned different sections of the Declaration to study.  The students will explain their section to the class.  When this is completed they will be writing in their journals over this information.

2- American Revolution for Students
After the students view the DVD about the Causes of the American Revolution, we will divide the class in half to discuss and debate the reasons the Colonies and Great Britain agreed and disagreed.

3- Currency Act 1764 – 

Explain to the class why Parliament complained that colonial currency caused depreciation and was harmful to British trade. They banned America from issuing paper bills or bills of credit.  The acts sought to protect British merchants and creditors from being paid in depreciated colonial currency. The policy created tension between the colonies and Great Britain, and was cited as a grievance by colonists early in the American Revolution.  This is one of the events that led up to the Revolution.

4- The Shot Heard Round the World-

The students will research and read about the series of worsening confrontations and civil disorders that lead to the start of the American Revolution and key figures that played important roles. They will dress as their favorite figure and give a presentation to the class on the importance that they played in the American Revolution.  The students will then give a presentation to classmates, their families, and faculty during an evening performance/fundraiser for their field trip.

5-Field Trip – 

The entire class will take a field trip to the Beef and Boards dinner theatre in Indianapolis.  There they will observe a reenactment of the signing of the Declaration of Independence.

COURSE TITLE: George Rogers Clark Curriculum
GRADE LEVEL: Fifth Grade

UNIT: Causes of the American Revolution 

ABSTRACT

This task is designed to assess student’s knowledge of the events and causes that led up to the American Revolution.  They will also debate the conflicts between the Colonial Legislature and the British.  A poster board will be created to show understanding of these events, causes, and conflicts.

PROMPT
· Show the DVD about the Causes of the American Revolution.

· Read the Declaration of Independence.
· Divide students into groups of 4.  Each group will define one event that led to the American Revolution.

· Design a poster board the events or causes that led to the American Revolution.
DIRECTIONS
“We have been studying the events that led to the American Revolution.  Now we are going to discuss their reasons for those events they chose.”

1. Explain the reasoning for the event they picked that they think added to the cause of the American Revolution.

2. Debate the conflicts between the colonies and the British.  Explain what conflicts we have today in our own communities that are similar.

3.   Design a poster board that explains the events or causes that led to the

American Revolution.

“Work in small groups and use the materials provided. Turn in the completed work by the end of class today.”

PROCEDURE
Show the students the DVD about the American Revolution and read the Declaration of Independence.  The main points that will be discussed from the video will be the events leading up to the American Revolution.  Explain the task.  Read the directions to the students, explain how the scoring rubric works and answer any questions they have concerning the task.  The posters created by the students will be put on display at the local courthouse for the public to view. 
SCORING RUBRIC
	BENCHMARK
	SCORE

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	(5.1.9) The American Revolution: 1763 to 1783. Analyze the causes of the American Revolution as outlined in the Declaration of Independence. (Core Standard) 

	Students list 1 event on their poster board that led to the American Revolution. 
	Students list 2 events and causes on their poster board that led to the American Revolution. 
	Students list 2 events and causes on their poster that led to the American Revolution. Write a paragraph explaining the Currency Act of 1764 and compare it to today.
	Students list 3 events and causes on their poster that led to the American Revolution. Write a paragraph explaining the Currency Act of 1764 and compare it to today.


COURSE TITLE: George Rogers Clark Curriculum 

GRADE LEVEL: Fifth Grade

UNIT: The causes of the American Revolution.
ABSTRACT
This task is designed to assess student’s knowledge of the major leaders of the British and American leaders in the American Revolution and describe their key roles.  Portrayals of their favorite figure from the American Revolution will be performed in class and at a fundraising performance at school with the appropriate attire.
PROMPT
· Show the DVD about the Causes of the American Revolution, (Group, 2008).
· As a class discuss key figures of the American Revolution.
· Students will choose their favorite figure to portray in presentations.
DIRECTIONS

“We have been studying about the American Revolution.  Now you (the students) are going to portray key figures from those events.”

1. Choose their favorite key figure from the American Revolution

2. Research your character and their contributions. Students will also write a one-page paper explaining the good and the bad of the key figure that they chose.

3. Practice your portrayal of your character.  These will be given in front of your class and again in front of classmates, their families, and faculty during a performance/fundraiser.  A final performance will be given on the town square on the weekend.
“Students may work in small groups or individually and use the information provided.  Your character needs to be decided by the end of the day.” 
PROCEDURE

Show the students the DVD about the American Revolution and read the Declaration of Independence.  The main points that will be discussed from the video will be the events leading up to the American Revolution.  Explain the task.  Read the directions to the students, explain how the scoring rubric works and answer any questions they have concerning the task.  Students will choose their favorite character from the American Revolution and portray them in front of their peers and the public.
SCORING RUBRIC
	BENCHMARK
	SCORE

	
	0
	1
	3
	5

	Students will: (5.1.10) Identify major British and American leaders and describe their roles in key events of the war for independence. (Core Standard)
	Students DID NOT choose a key figure from the American Revolution to write about or portray in class.
	Students chose a key figure from the American Revolution and portrayed them in class.
	Students chose a key figure from the American Revolution and portrayed them in class and after school.  Student also wrote a one-page paper about their key figure.

	Students chose a key figure from the American Revolution and portrayed them in class, after school, and on the town square.  Student also wrote a one-page paper about their key figure.



